
Director’s Note
“It was amazing how many ways men 
had of  being anti-pathetic ...”
          —The Bostonians, Henry James

When Catherine McNally and Deborah 
Drakeford first approached me with 
this script, it took me some time to 
feel comfortable with taking it on. I’m 
a feminist. Mamet is famous for two 
things; the spectacular brilliance and 
clarity of  his dialogue, and his apparent 
inability to write whole and credible 
female characters. Most women I know 
have a complicated love/resentment 
relationship with Mamet as a writer. I 
questioned so much about what he had 
done. Why the drastic change of  voice? 
Why place the women in corsets, in a 
19th century context? Why indeed, when 
their language and behaviour is so wildly 
inconsistent and anachronistic? In the 
end I came to admire enormously both 
the experiment, and its result. Whatever 
distancing or “other”-ing Mamet felt he 
needed to do to create a world without 
men in it, the characters that inhabit that 
world are as richly drawn, as driven and 
aggressively verbose, as any you’ll see 
across town in Glengarry Glen Ross. In 
the end, even by placing them a hundred 
years in the past and giving them 
language and dress that is essentially 
foreign, Mamet could not avoid the core 
humanity of  women.  At bottom, for all 
of  us, it’s always about survival. If  our 
place in the world allows us to survive 
and also be kind and civilized, most of  us 
will try that. If  not, we’ll do whatever it 
takes. If  we can make a little love happen 
along the way, so much the better. 
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